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From the Editor: 






Ol , quite a number of pi hotos 
aad ALA and colo; E ea me stories 





i my desk. The diversity in black 
aboni the different worlds within our world, ag safe diff 
experience, where lives, faiths and destinies are forme 












In the pile in front of me, there are two pictures whict 
One is a picture taken by our i Rados 

ing empty benches--except for 10 ) grey-haired women staring into each others” 
necks, and the pastor in front of the altar. “There are quite a few churches in 
Europe where the same picture could have been taken. 


The other picture is from Thailand, showing a meditation course. Most of the 
participants, sitting in a large circle in the woods, are young Westerners. Some 

of them were seeking this kind of ee inyelement when e it the 
United States, Europe i tr caugn in t 10US a 
mosphere and joinec 








To some it is a totally strang miliar and comfortable sur- 
roundings of home to seek the unknown ir in a exten uncomfortable yoga position 
out in the Asian woods orr | What do they want to leave, what are they 
seeking, and what do E bring back? lf hey come back.... 


Seeking the meaning of life has become big business for religious leaders and 
gurus. The market for religious thought and services seems to be steadily grow- 
ing and now exceeds Westemized parts of the world, or rather, follows 
Westernization--also called development. The question to us, as followers of the 
Christian faith, is whether we are able to communicate into our time the mystery, 
suffering, death, resurrection and love of God through Christ which gives hope 
and meaning to our lives and our world. 




















But the question is not about communicating with more words. Ue o 
words have been said already. The question is rathe do we : q ; 
Church live out our faith? How do we make the love of God visible in our so- 
cieties? How do we challenge the dehumanizing structures and development 
which lead to increasing numbers of illiterates, suicides, street children, drug ad- 
dicts and victims of violence. A development that widens the gap between those 
who have and those who have not needs to be addressed with prophetic strength 
--not to be fled from into empty or full churches. 





There is a third Picture, A group of young Christian Slovaks, camping in the 
woods, singing and sharing the gospel. The photo is taken before the revolution. 
They had to meet in secret because of the political regime which did not allow 
gatherings of more than a certain number of people. Out there in the woods they 
gained strength for their difficult daily life; the strength and spiritual power they 


needed to make the necessary changes in their society. 











"Where there is no vision, people will perish..." 
Prov. 29:18 


"I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh... 
and your young shall see visions..." 
Acts 2:17 


Siv Limstrand 





The opinions expressed in this newsletter reflect the views of the authors and not 
necessarily those of the Lutheran World Federation. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Dear Editors, 


Thank you for a very good Youth Letter. It broadens the 
mind to hear what youth do, think and feel about their lives 
in church and society in other parts of the world than my 
own. The importance of youth being taken seriously, that 
they are listened to, and given the possibility to act as fully 
recognized members of their church and in their society, is 
immense; about half of the world’s population are children 
and youth! This population needs its representatives and 
spokesmen(-women). 


The two previous issues of the Youth Letter gave voice to 
youth in war (March 91) and to the youth of Asia (July 91). 
To read about the experiences and frustrations of youth 
with war in the Middle East and in the Baltics was disturb- 
ing. Now the Baltic states have won their independence, 
and for the Middle East a peace conference may take place 
at the end of October. Peace is so difficult to reach, and so 
fragile. And as the world makes slow progress in these ar- 
eas, others explode: civil war in Yugoslavia, unrest in 
Zaire, coup d’ état in Haiti. And so on. Youth participate in 
dreadful fighting, but also in the struggle for justice and just 
peace. 


I hope that the Youth Letter will continue focusing on youth 
from different areas and in specific situations, as you have 
done in the last two Youth Letters, giving youth around the 
world the possibility of sharing their experience and faith 
with other youth. Thus the Youth Letter can be an inspira- 
tion for youth in building God's kingdom. Only through a 
global perspective can we fully conceive the idea of belong- 
ing to, and acting, in the holy church. European or African, 
male or female, young or old, "...you are all one in Christ 
Jesus" (Gal. 3:28). Belonging to such a unity and, at the 
same time, diversity, is both challenging and encouraging. 
Torh - Norway 


eas ae 


Birgitta Voltenauer 
Secretary 








Dear Sir, 


I want to express appreciation for your magazine's new for- 
mat, The presentation of each topic is becoming very at- 
tractive. It clearly presents the work of youth and their par- 
ticipation in the church. This will teach and motivate youth 
worldwide. Yonas Bahiru, Ethiopia 


Dear Editor, 


The Youth Letter is really a Lutheran source of information 
and features on certain issues. Even though I appreciate 
the work which has been done for the last period, I would 
like to make a few remarks about the Youth Letter. 


There is not enough possibility for the ordinary reader to 
communicate. What do I mean by this allegation? The or- 
dinary reader may easily feel like this, "There is an Editor 
and a group of certain people who regularly contribute to 
the magazine by writing interesting essays, but where can I 
find space for me--for my personal questions and reflections 
relating to my Christian life?" 


I should admit that not all readers can write articles and 
not all are willing to share their own experiences, but they 
could do it in another way. Usually the last page of the 
Youth Letter is empty. For example, why not send a nice 
photograph to put there. I believe everybody can contribute 
to the magazine in his/her own way, but an opportunity or 
space for contributions from readers should be given. 
R..D., CSFR 


Letters to the editor are subject to minor editing! 


oc: 


Siv Limstrand 
Secretary for Youth in Church and Society 


FOCUS WESTERN YOUTH IN THE EAST 





Background 


A few years ago, the Rev. Thorkild Schousboe Laursen, chairperson of the Danish Santal Mission Board, challenged the 
Commission on Church Cooperation (predecessor to the Program Committee for Mission and Development in the new LWF 
structure). He described the situation for hundreds of thousands of young Westerners who travel to India, Nepal and Thai- 
land seeking adventure or meaning to life. 


The challenge is threefold. Firstly, many of the young travelers become involved in drug-trafficking, sell their return tickets 
and passports, and some end up in jail. These are social cases where assistance is necessary. Secondly, there is a religious 
challenge, the travelers encounter another kind of religious life and find that Eastern religions meet needs and answer ques- 
tions not answered by their churches back home. In this case, one aspect to be taken into account is the state of dependency 
into which some are led. Another aspect is that of the challenge this represents to the spiritual life of the Christian Church. 
Thirdly, many of the travelers return as trained missionaries of Hinduism, Buddhism or other newer religious movements and 
cults. How well are the churches equipped to be active in religious debate within their own societies? What do we as mem- 
bers of a congregation actually answer to the growing belief in reincarnation, among many others? Do we know enough to 
be able to discuss these questions with our own neighbors, fellow students or friends? 


What do we want to do? 


The aforementioned Commission suggested that a visitation and study program to India and Nepal could be a practical start 
to a program which would eventually involve all regions and where the influence and attractiveness of other religions could 
be examined with the aim of making proposals for the improvement of youth ministry in the churches. 


The concrete plan now is to arrange such a study tour in early October, 1992, in cooperation with the Danish Santal Mission, 
one of the parmers of the Dialog Center International in Denmark. The purpose of the extensive presentation of work done 
by the Dialog Center and its partners in this Youth Letter is to make this information, as well as the challenge, known to our 
churches and you as active youth and youth leaders. 


At this stage, we at the Youth Desk are serving as go-between. If you would like to become a volunteer or take part in the 
course described, you should get in direct contact with the Dialog Center or the Danish Santal Mission yourself. Your church 
will have to endorse your application to participate, at a later stage. Further information may be obtained from the addresses 
listed on page 10. We would, however, appreciate being kept informed about the contacts made as a result of this "Focus." It 
will be of importance in further planning for the study tour. Reactions from youth in the different churches will affect the 
choice of churches to be involved in the study tour. It is expected that participants will serve as resource persons in their own 
countries and be active in further development of the program. But that will be the next step. 


Now it is time for reading, reflection and discussion... 
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"HOW CAN ONE LOOK UPON THE 
WORLD’S PROBLEMS, WITHOUT 
TAKING THEM TO HEART?" 


By Elsebeth Shiller, Denmark 


"Jesus Christ, Sathya Sai Baba, You are the Way, the Truth and the Light in me." The words 
formed the lyrics to a simple tune following the slow rhythm of the cortege which moved down to 


the river bank of the Indian village. 


Sometimes the people stopped singing while the widow 


poured holy ashes on the body of her dead husband. 


Finally we arrived--a group of about 25 Scandinavians-- 
participants in a very unusual sort of burial. A weird mixture 
of a Christian funeral and a traditional Indian cremation. No 
coincidence. The people who had gathered all belonged to a 
Christian culture, but they had traveled the long distance to 
India to worship their guru, Sathya Sai Baba. He is claimed 
to materialize objects out of nothing, to heal people and even 
to have raised a few from death. People come from all over 
the world to his ashram in South India to experience his pow- 
ers. A Danish man had come with the hope of being healed 
from his cancer. "You will improve," Baba had promised 
him during a personal interview. But the man died a few 
days later. And now his widow, his fellow believers and a 
couple of others watched him while the flames greedily 
licked away at his remains. 


The Holy Mantra Aum was chanted, the Lord’s Prayer was 
recited. A young student of theology held a sermon in which 
he quoted I Corinthians, Chapter 13, Paul’s words about love 
everlasting--and the leader of the Sai group said some words 
about reincamation. And while the smoke from the crema- 
tion ground was carried away with the tropical wind the 
small group continued singing, “Jesus Christ, Sathya Sat 
Baba, You are the Way, the Truth and the Light in me!" 
A strange religious mixture! But still, no coincidence. Sai 
Baba, India’s most popular sage today, has a special message 
conceming religion: "The Truth which is preached by all re- 
ligions is one and the same Truth!" Baba asks his foreign 
devotees not to neglect their own religious background, but 
to return to their countnes as better Christians, Muslims, and 
so forth, and teach others the same. 


This improvement is only possible when one is connected 

with Sathya Sai Baba who sees himself as the embodiment of 
God--an Avatar (according to Hinduism), meaning the one 
who descends from the heavens to teach truth to humankind. 
Sathya means truth. And Sathya Sai Baba’s truth is said to 
include, for example, the truth of Mohammed, Zarathustra-- 
and Jesus, yes, in fact to explain and be the fulfillment of all 
the other truths. Therefore it lies implicit in Sai Baba’s mes- 
sage about religion that he is superior and that one cannot be 
a true Christian without relating to Sai Baba as well. In him 
all religions meet. All opposites dissolve into a transforma- 
tion where only truth--Sathya--remains. As one of his fol- 
lowers expressed it at a world conference meeting for over- 
seas devotees (November 90): "Sai lives in all--all religions 


are Sai religions! Do we in the Sai centers help the Chris- 
tians to understand their Christianity, Buddhists to under- 
stand Buddhism etc...?" 


Today there are hundreds of Sai centers all over the world. 
They all work for a world where opposites and disagree- 
ments no longer exist. In fact they believe that the world 
without contradictions is here already, but we just haven't re- 
alized it yet. This corresponds very much with the ideal of 
the New Age movement. And though it may appear to be a 
new, positive and refreshing approach toward the world’s 
problems, it is in fact a very old one. It is Hinduism. 


Brahman is Atman, All is God. The world is a stage on 
which the actors of good and evil play their parts--but basi- 
cally, good and evil don’t exist at all. It just appears so, and 
we only live in misery because of our own ignorance of the 
fact that behind stage everything is perfect! There is no real 
problem! This is why it is no problem either for Sai Baba to 
preach his syncretistic message: All religions are one. 


But from a Christian point of view it creates many problems. 
How can one look upon the world’s problems without taking 
them to heart? If torture, pain and death are mere illusions 
then why should we fight them? A Hindu would say: "Fight 
without worries, without hopes and without desires!" 
(Krishna’s advice in Bhagavad Gita, Baba’s favorite scrip- 
ture). A Christian would say: "Fight the good fight." To 
him there is a world of peace to hope for. It 1s not there yet. 
We experience suffering and death to be damned real-- 
damned by God himself, who in Jesus showed us how 
damned real death is. And it is because of his attachment to 
and passion for the world that we have hope that things will 
change from evil to good. This is the hope of resurrection. 
A Hindu believes in reincarnation. He doesn’t hope for it-- 
since that would prove an attachment to the world. The aim 
is to get behind stage where there 1s no longer a role to play! 


These two approaches to the world and to life seem to me ab- 
solutely irreconcilable. So I stood in wonder that day on the 
river bank outside Sai Baba’s ashram. I watched the puzzled 
faces of the Sathya Sai devotees--I heard their singing of 
Baba and Jesus--trying to follow their master’s advice about 
being good Christians. And I felt a deep challenge to Christi- 
anity to clearly define the faith, hope and love everlasting in 
which we believe! 
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GOA - "A MELTING POT" 


By Lasse Pettersson, Sweden 


Goa is an old, small "hippie" paradise in southwest India. 


A former Portuguese colony with 


lovely sandy beaches and coconut trees. Since the 1960s, Westerners in their thousands have come 
here. With the arrival of Westerners, Goa became a drug scene. Today you can get everything 


you need. Both Indians and Westerners deal in drugs. 


Some of the drugs are ten times cheaper 


than in Europe. Goa is a mixture between East and West, in thought, ideas and religion. 


"New Age"--a mixture of Eastern and Western thought, was 
a reality in Goa in the early 1970s. The travelers have been 
around, picked up ideas, thoughts, wisdom, doctrines, talked 
to each other and exchanged ideas over a hash pipe. To talk 
about dharma, karma, gurus and reincarnation is a lifestyle in 
‘Goa. 


The Team and Teamwork 


On one beach, Vagator, the team rents two houses. The main 
reason for us staying there, is to be a Christian, ecumenical 
community, open for everyone to visit, amid the big drug 
scene of Goa. 


We have weekly and daily schedules for the work; weekly 
visiting days at the prison. The daily program includes a 
regular morning prayer, breakfast and dinner. We have a 
small clinic for wounds and minor medical treatment as well 
as a library with donated books; both good ways to get in 
contact with people. 


We spend several afternoons at the beach and at the small 
restaurants there. We also visit cafés and restaurants in the 
evenings. During high season, there are about three beach 
parties a week. We try to go to them as well. We have a li- 
brary stand at the flea market which is held on Wednesdays. 
It is our duty to be where all the Westerners are. 


We are a well-known group in the area. Both the locals and 
the Westerners know about us. The team’s reputation for 
ministry is good. Friends bring friends with various prob- 
lems to us. Even the guards at the prison know us. We regu- 
larly visit some of the 25 Westemers in the prison. 


New Age Influence in Goa 


Goa is a relaxing place. A paradise for holidays. It’s cheap, 
rather clean, white sandy beaches provide a relaxing atmos- 
phere with an “easy-going lifestyle." The main reason for 
many Westerners to go to India is religion-seeking; to seek 
"the truth" in an Eastern philosophy, to go to an ashram, to 
meet a guru. To have a holiday is, of course, also a reason 
for coming to the East. That way many of the seekers come 
to Goa, before or after their stay at the ashram; mostly Sai 
Baba and Osho’s (bhagvan) devotees. 


He is German and aged about 40. He has been in Goa many 
times before. He was a hash smoker and took ACID trips at 
parties. He has been in prison in Europe. Now, something 


has changed. He has been "saved" by a female guru, Guru 
Mayi. Now he is very friendly, smiling, has stopped using 
drugs, meditates regularly and composes love and worship 
songs, often singing for others and especially talking a lot 
about Guru Mayi. He stayed in Vagator and spent the whole 
time with us. Two days before leaving for Europe, he told us 
that he didn't dare to sleep any longer at night. He had ex- 
perienced that the devil was standing at the end of the bed 
staring at him. He hadn't believed in him before. What to 
do? Now, he was more interested in hearing about our relig- 
ious experiences with Jesus. I hope that, back in Germany, 
he will get counseling and advice in a church or Christian 
fellowship. 


The Drugs and Drug Users 


I will now try to describe some drugs and users. Names and 
nationalities have been changed. 


Both white and brown heroin are available (brown is not so 
refined as white and is usually smoked). 

One of the regular visitors at our place, Louis, uses one 
frame a day. He has been away from Europe for 12 years. 
For the last eight years, he has been in Goa. He stays there 
illegally, earning money by making false passports, visas and 
counterfeit travelers checks. He is a very nice person, he 
likes to play chess and talks deeply, and a lot, about things. 
Unfortunately he enjoys life the most when he can afford to 
get his daily amount of white heroin. 


Hashish is the most ordinary drug in Goa. Around 90 per- 
cent of Westerners, who stay more than two weeks, use or 
start to smoke hashish. It's common to believe that hashish 
is neither a drug nor even a dangerous one. It’s very obvious 
to a non-smoker that it affects a smoker psychologically. 


ACID parties have taken place in Goa since the 1960s. The 
music was especially made for Goa and the parties there. It’s 
very common to take ACID “trips” during outdoor parties. 
The beautiful nature, pleasant temperature, music, spotlights, 
moon, stars, other people, relaxing atmosphere, everything 
makes the trip more intensive. You often hear people speak 
highly about trips and their experiences during the parties. 


Every season in Goa around 10 to 30 Westerners will have a 
horror trip and end up as "flip-outs." A flip-out is a "speedy" 
person, often confused, scared, sometimes violent. It’s be- 
cause they haven't "come down" from their trip. The team 
has taken care of such cases since the beginning of the 


project. You have to provide peaceful surroundings and un- 
derstanding, to listen, be firm, give medicine and consult 
mental hospitals. Often friends have brought these flip-out 
cases to us. It is very hard, but blessed work for the team. 


Simon is just 18 years old and on his first journey to Asia. 
He has tried hashish and ACID in Copenhagen. He travels 
alone. He came to Goa. After one month he was so con- 
fused after taking ACID that he never let his brain relax be- 
tween trips. He spent all his money, sold and gave away his 
belongings, keeping just his return ticket. He stayed with us 
for three weeks. This young teenager was more like a child. 
He got better and we arranged his flight home much earlier 
than he had planned. 


Cocaine is not so common, but there are still some users. A 
30-year-old mother is using it regularly. Her five-year-old 
daughter is always with her in Goa. What else will her 
daughter experience in Goa? It is an unsafe upbringing. 


Amphetamine is very cheap and can be bought in an ordi- 
nary drugstore. At the beach parties it is sometimes mixed 
with other drugs, to get more "speed" into the brain. 


Daniel, a Norwegian has been using it for 25 years. He 
spends six months in Goa each season. Paranoia plagues 
him. In trying to escape from the police who he thought 
were after him, he nearly drowned. Another time he thought 
that ants were walking into his brain, trying to eat his brain 
cells. So he cut off his ear. 


Feeling Proud of the Work in Goa 


I’ve been proud of the work in Goa. It’s very rare that I feel 
proud of European church life. It’s common that we are 
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only Sunday service Christians; just listeners, not doers. 
For me personally it has been fantastic to be in Goa. The 
best period of my life so far was in Goa. In Goa I find a 
holistic way of living and working together in a Christian 
community; to practice a Christian life, both spiritually and 
practically, together with other Christians from other Chris- 
tian backgrounds and countries. 


So many people have passed by the team in Goa. So 
many...so many.... For some the team here has been of good 
help. Some of them have met Christians for the first time. 
The work in Goa is work for lost Westerners in great need. 
Someone said: "Your work is like the work of Mother 
Theresa. The difference is that you work with Westerners.” 


Future Work in Goa 


There are still a lot of things to do in Goa. Prison work, 
meeting religion-seekers, helping flip-outs, lending out 
books, nursing wounds, sharing moming prayers, giving 
breakfast and dinner to hungry people, and so on, and so on. 
It has been difficult finding financial support for the work in 
Goa. Maybe it’s time for someone else to be responsible? 


When the church is doing something really good and neces- 
sary, that can also give knowledge and experience to the 
home church or organization. It is important that the work 
be continued. The work also gives the church a good repu- 
tation in the eyes of those Westerners who have nothing 
good to say about it. 


Jesus Christ went to the poor, the lonely, the little ones, the 
rejected ones. He is also the friend of lost Westerners. 


Who will tell them? 
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"WESTERN YOUTH IN THE EAST" 





AN INTERNATIONAL ECUMENICAL PROJECT 


In the 1960s the "hippies" traveled to the East. The long-haired hashish-smoking young people 
were fleeing the materialism of the Western world and chasing new values in Eastern mysticism. 
Today most of the old hippies are gone and Asia’s rigid visa regulations have reduced the num- 
ber of miserable youth in the East. But at least 500,000 young Westerners continue to travel 


constantly in India, Nepal and Thailand. 


Some of them have interrupted their studies, bought a ticket 
to the East--and travel around having exciting experiences. 
The majority enjoy a fine trip--and come back enriched, 
more mature and serene. 


Others among the 500,000 travelers are “pilgrims.” Often 
they are not quite that young, but their search for the mean- 
ing of life in the Eastern religions is of a more profound na- 
ture. Many among them have been through great crises and 
the Christian Church has failed to meet their needs. Now 
they travel from guru to guru, trying desperately to find a 
new point of reference for their life. 


Some of the young cannot master their freedom as Westem- 
ers living in the East. They are human beings who need a 
helping hand whether they are into drugs, are in prison or 
are ill. These are the problems found on the beaches in Goa 
on the west coast of India, where the cost of living is low, 
and drugs are easily obtained. These people are challenging 
us to understand the human person holistically, considering 
social as well as Christian thinking and praxis. 


Religious Illiterates 


The majority of young people who come to the East have 
been baptized as infants, yet have never come to a full un- 
derstanding or experience of Christianity. We might say 
that they are undernourished or even illiterate in a spiritual 
sense. 


In the East there is an intense religious atmosphere. The lo- 
cal religiosity is visible on every street comer. Here religi- 
osity is not a minor detail in humankind’s life, but is the 
axis of everything. The routes used by most young West- 
emers bring them into contact with religious institutions, 
deliberately aiming their ideas at young Westerners. The 
youth are offered courses of yoga, meditation, Eastern relig- 
ious philosophy, and so on. And in all places where the 
young people come and go they meet other young Western- 
ers discussing faith and religion. 


Thus, the youth begin reflecting on the religious dimension 
in their lives for the first time. That is a good development. 
But the problem is, that this happens on the foundation of a 
distorted Christianity--and the choice for the youngster is, 
therefore, unfair. 


The Project "Western Youth in the East" 


In a world where religious pluralism is a reality it is neces- 
sary to dialogue. We must not only be nice and polite with 
each other, but try to truly understand the essence of other 
religions so that we may learn from each other. 


This encounter of religions is the place to be to meet the 
many young Westerners seeking the truth in Eastem relig- 
ions; to be present among them, learn from them, discuss 
with them and try to give them a true picture of Christianity, 
together with helping those who run into difficulty while 
traveling in the East. 


The project "Western Youth in the East" is a Christian offer 
to those youngsters who have rejected the church in their 
home countries. It is a genuine expression of mission, 
adapted to today’s reality. 


Religious encounter means meeting people. This is not ac- 
complished by building an institution and then sitting and 
waiting for people to come and talk. On the contrary, you 
have to get out there where the people are, and more often 
than not create your own contacts with them. 


In the project "Western Youth in the East” the staff--the 
volunteers--seek out those places and environments where 
young Westerners go in the East. It 1s never boring. 


Everybody Talks about Religion 


Everywhere in the East young people talk about religion. It 
is their major and most important topic of conversation. 
Contrary to their habits in the Western world, they talk 
about the great issues of life amid other doings like eating 
or buying train tickets, or as a part of an organized religious 
seminar. 


The volunteers never veer toward other prevalent religions! 
They will always confess themselves as Christians and hon- 
estly and openly be present as Christians. There will never 
be a genuine dialogue if one side is dishonest about his/her 
background. 


The volunteers have been received positively in the Eastern 
religions in almost all places in the East--and the young 


Westerners appreciate that the young Christians are not 
afraid of the Eastern religions, but are willing to learn about 
them and discuss the differences between Christianity and 
Eastem religiosity--and many accept the volunteers’ offer to 
participate in prayers and Christian meditation as an alterna- 
tive to Hindu and Buddhist meditation. 


A Missionary Project 


The project was initiated in 1984 following a series of excur- 
sions to Asia made by staff from the Dialog Center since 
1973. During these excursions we met with a large number 
of Western youngsters seeking a meaning to life, which they 
had found neither in the West nor in Christianity. 


This project is cooperation of an international and ecumeni- 
cal character. The cooperational partners represent a num- 
ber of Swedish churches and missionary organizations, Lu- 
theran churches in Germany, the Danish Santal Mission and 
the Dialog Center. Besides these, there are volunteers from 
Norway and elsewhere. (A list of the cooperational partners 
can be found at the end of this article). 


Irrespective of how the various situations and tasks are, one 
common fundamental rule remains: Life among Westem 
youth and as a Christian community is the basic requirement 
of the volunteers as well as a decisive part of the testimony 
we Offer. 
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The attitudes we meet are often characterized by a circling 
around the ego, humankind’s own little world. Even amid 
the wildest "beach party" in Goa, where people seem to 
show no restraint, the individual is completely alone. This 
is also true when one is high on dope or on the religious trip. 
The sense of community is gone, because in reality nothing 
exists outside oneself. 


As a rule, the salvation offered by drugs and gurus is a lib- 
eration from everything to everybody. The salvation offered 
by Christianity means to heal, to re-establish humankind in 
his/her relation to others, to the world, to creation, to reality, 
and to God. This is the testimony that the church owes to 
humankind. 


In some places that means continual contact and religious 
dialogue. Sometimes and in some other places the need 
consists of "first aid," visiting prisons, courtrooms, mental 
hospitals, embassies or consulates and the police in order to 
speak on someone’s behalf. 


There are periods of work of 16 to 18 hours a day and 
periods of time left for silence and profound talk. Every- 
thing considered--our place is where people are. That 
means in the temples, the cheap guest houses of the cities, 
the white beaches of Goa, or the untidy small restaurants in 
the back streets of Bangkok, the Buddhists’ meditation cen- 
ters or with the Hindu gurus. 
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Volunteer Recruitment 


If you are interested in participating in the project 
"Western Youth in the East" the following require- 
ments must be fulfilled. The volunteers should be: 


* interested in traveling; 

* at least 23 years old, or preferably older; 

* mature and responsible; 

* healthy: physically, mentally and spiritually; 

* willing to live under simple and at times difficult 
conditions; 

* willing to study Buddhism, Hinduism and new 
religosity; 

* willing to enter dialogue with Buddhists, Hindus 
and followers of other religions without 
compromising their own Christian faith; 

* able to cooperate in teams and willing to be loyal to 
the members and leader; 

* willing to be present as Christians when meeting 
with other Westerners, to identify with their 
physical, 
psychosocial and spiritual needs through dialogue 
and social work; 

* able to use their knowledge and experience actively 
in church and society at home, having returned 
from the East; and 

* willing to pay their share of the expenses. 


Training 


Of course interviews and evaluations of the individual 
volunteer constitute an integral part of the selection 
process. After that we try to give the volunteers a ba- 
sic training. The training course takes place at the 
Rgnde Folk High School in Denmark. It starts in late 
August of 1992 and will last for 12 weeks. Part of the 
training is held in conjunction with the Institute of 
Missiology at the University of Aarhus. The Dialog 
Center arranges and coordinates the training of the 
volunteers in cooperation with Rgnde Folk High 
School. The language of instruction is English. 


The principal aim of the training course is to give a 
careful introduction to the range of ideas that will be 
encountered in the prevailing culture among young 
people in the East. This culture shows many traces of 
Eastem religious philosophy and the occult view of 
the world and humankind. 


Working Together in a Christian Community 


The course of preparation does not end after the 12 
weeks of instruction. It is rounded off by a 
three-week introductory journey to the East. The in- 
troductory journey brings the volunteers in contact 
and in dialogue with Buddhist lamas, Hindu gurus and 
the motley subculture, where so many young from the 
West are gathered. 


After the joumey the various teams go to their respec- 


tive areas. A team consists of three to eight volun- 
teers, and depending on their destinations, they will 
stay two to five months in different places. 


Depending on the visa rules in force at the time in In- 
dia, Nepal and Thailand, the total duration of their 
stay in Asia will normally be six to nine months. 


Research Students 


In connection with our sending out volunteers, the 
project "Western Youth in the East" also sends out re- 
search students, whose main task is to get a deeper 
understanding of the local religion through hard 
study. They cooperate closely with the volunteers. 


Dialog is Needed Here, Too 


Encounters with other religions happen today every- 
where, not only in Bangkok, Katmandu and Rishikesh 
but also in Copenhagen, Munich, London, New York 
and Sydney. 


The West is no longer only Christian. We are all in- 
fluenced by non-Christian religions through the me- 
dia, schools and a steadily increasing number of mis- 
sionaries from other religions. A steadily increasing 
number of Westerners--about 20 percent--live in a re- 
ligious universe where the thought of reincarnation 
plays a major role. 


That is why we as the church must be present among 
the seekers, no matter where they may be. Just like 
Paul appeared on the Areopagus (Acts 17), we in the 
1990s must be present where the living encounter of 
religions takes place. 


Thus like Paul we must point to Jesus Christ as the 
true image of God. To be a living, genuine testimony 
of Jesus Christ is not an easy task, but calls for a pro- 
found interest in other people. Genuine dialogue pre- 
supposes genuine interest. Only when we show a 
genuine interest in other people’s faith do they be- 
come interested in our faith. 


Being a volunteer in the project "Western Youth in 
the East" has an effect on each participant. Most of 
them get a vision and perspective from which they 
may profit for the rest of their life and from which the 
church may also profit. 


The experience gained from the project “Western 
Youth in the East" makes the young volunteers able to 
take an active share in religious encounters in their 
own countries, parishes, social relations, local evening 
schools--and wherever religious encounter takes place 
today. 


Therefore the project "Western Youth in the East" is 
not only about Westem youth in the East but about 
the church’s renewal at home as well. 


IF YOU WANT TO TAKE PART IN THE 


PROJECT, YOU CAN CONTACT: 


Dialog Center International 
Katrinebjergve) 46 
DK-8200 Arhus N 
Denmark 

Tel: + 45 86 10 54 11 

Fax: + 45 86 10 54 16 


OI 


Danish Santalmission 
Kgbmagergade 67 
DK-1150 Copenhagen K 
Denmark 

Tel: + 45 33 93 80 95 
Fax: + 45 33 93 03 95 


List of Cooperating Partners: 


SWEDEN: 

Evangeliska Fosterlands Stiftelsen 
Orebro Missionen 

Svenska Missionsforbundet 
Svenska Kyrkans Mission 
Pingstfôrsamlingen Sollentuna 
Svenska Baptistsamfundet 
Svenska Alliansmissionen 


NORWAY: 
Nordiske Kristne Buddhistmission 


GERMANY: 

Nordelbisches Missionszentrum 
Hermansburg Mission 

Leipzig Mission 

Indiens Kreis 


DENMARK: 

Dansk Baptistsamfund 
Dansk Santalmission 
Dialogcentret 


KFUM OG KFUK (YMCA & YWCA) 


FOCUS 


INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL FOR RELIGION AND 
DIALOGUE AT R@NDE FOLK HIGH SCHOOL 


The course for volunteers in the project "Western Youth in the 
East" from 17 August to 15 November, 1992 has the following 
content: 


Forty hours Christianity including ecclesiology, 
missiology, Trinitarian theology and interreligious 
dialogue. 


Forty hours eschatology. 
Ten hours and three days retreat Christian meditation. 


Forty hours Old and New Testament studies and discus- 
sion. 


Forty hours Hinduism including general presentation of 
India, cultural history, scriptural basis and philosophical 
schools of Hinduism, basic belief systems, yoga, modern 
Hinduism. 


Forty hours Buddhism including general presentation of 
Buddhism in Thailand, Nepal and India as well as scrip- 
tural basis and basic belief systems. 


New religious movements varying from Hare Krishna 
and Transcendental Meditation to Scientology and New 
Age. 


Practical matters including vaccinations, medical 
checkup and physical exercise. 


Excursions including religious groups and the Taizé 
community in France. 


. Before this program begins in Denmark, there will be 
two weeks of introduction in your own country-- Ger- 
many, Sweden or Denmark with former volunteers and 
recently returned volunteers. 


COST: 


The cost of participating in the program is DM 15,250, 
approximately USD 9,000, all inclusive: training course 
in Rgnde, travel expenses, insurance, administration, and 
so forth. 
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YOUTH IN TRANSITION 





LETTER FROM CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


"It’s quite difficult to speak in general about the work with Christian youth in Czechoslovakia because 
the situation varies in Slovakia and Bohemia (Czech part of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic 
[CSFR]]). 


"Secularization of the society in Bohemia already reached a high level before the Communists came into 
power, while in Slovakia, even after 40 years of an atheistic totalitarian system, 70 percent of people 
were registered as Christians. Of Slovakia’s 5 million inhabitants, there are 3.2 million Roman Catho- 
lics, 320,000 Lutherans, 170,000 Greek Catholics, 84,000 Reformed Church, 35,000 Orthodox and 
30,000 others. As can be seen the CSFR is mainly a Catholic country. The influence of this church on 
the political, social and religious life there is very strong and still increasing. The smaller churches are 
on the defensive and must defend their belief and conviction so that the mass media and society does not 
regard Christians as being only the Catholic Church. 


"A few words about youth work in the Lutheran Church: work with youth in the church under the totali- 
tarian system never completely stopped, but was only partly legal. The former regime knew all persons 
who were actively working for the church and who did not approve of the dictatorship. The secret po- 
lice often checked on them and tried to stop them holding meetings outside church property. The 
strongest opposition against the churches was in the 1950s when many pastors were imprisoned or pre- 
vented from officially working in the church. The most important problem with youth work was in those 
churches where representatives collaborated with the regime thereby restricting normal Christian life. 
Some even informed the secret police about those who carried out youth work in the churches. After the 
revolution the situation changed radically. A new general secretary of the church came into office and 
youth work became a priority. In July 1990 regional meetings were organized to find out the level of 
young people’ s interest in the church. In July 1991 almost 1,300 young people met at a Slovakian meet- 
ing of Lutheran youth in Kosice. Currently, a union of Lutheran youth is planned and some courses for 
leaders of Bible study groups are being organized. In the future we would like to start a Bible study 
school to prepare people for youth work. We would very much like to cooperate with the Lutheran 
World Federation on this. 


"Let’s hope and believe that we will find many people willing to ‘take their cross upon themselves and 
follow our Lord Jesus.’ 


Michal Zajden (Translation: Lubo Vatral)" 
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YOUTH IN TRANSITION 





LETTER FROM ESTONIA... 


"As a Christian, I’m involved in what is happening around me and therefore concerned, and because 
I'm concerned I must equip myself with the best obtainable knowledge as to how to live out, here and 
now, our eternal life without the fear that I could miss some ‘express train’ of future ‘well being.’ 


"In daily life, when I make predictions from a realistic viewpoint, I tend toward a gloomy view of 
things, inclined to feel that political decisions will usually be shortsighted and self-destructive and 
that, in all probability, chances may be slim for our society to turn out in such a way that a human 
being is in his/her right place--that is, responsible for his country, with its lakes and forests, respon- 
sible for his/her fellow beings. And all this joyously, because he knows that this task is commissioned 
to him by his Creator, not more nor less, and that his work is done to the greater glory of God. 


"As a Christian I also have the hope and assurance that with God everything is possible and with His 
help we may be able to do what we must, and do it well. This is also an answer to the problem of 
nationalism: if we are able to look at ourselves from the right perspective, then we see ourselves and 
others as equal God-created beings. This may put an end to our present unbalanced feelings and 
consequent politics. If we consider the real basis of our dignity, that it does not depend on how 
other nations regard us, but rather how we regard others--that would be a sign that our Society is 
recovering. 


"As to ideologies or ideas, it seems we should choose to be at least true materialists, I mean people 
who love the things they make or use, who try to make things as beautiful as possible and as spar- 
ingly and economically as possible. Work well done may be of great help in restoring our nation’s 
health and wholesomeness and in the end resolve the present economical difficulties that are causing 
us So much turmoil and anxiety. 


"At the present stage it seems to me to be necessary to distinguish between map and territory or be- 
tween flag and country or, in other words, to distinguish symbols from reality. In this regard the 
church has long centuries of experience and here it can be helpful to society as a whole. 


"Now, as the church is again officially recognized, there is a growing number of people who will not 
test their faith (or faithlessness) in reality, but rather prefer to make believe, and to compensate their 
efforts they turn out to be the most loud-mouthed experts on church affairs. They know that the 
church must have compassion, that the church must give society a ready-made and instant remedy for 
all evils, that the church must provide society with an aesthetically enjoyable apparatus for signifi- 
cant occasions. And it’s all too easy for church people to make compromises in the present atmos- 
phere of gratitude now that society allows them to speak publicly again. 


"The trouble with Christians is the same as with agnostics or atheists; being perpetually at odds with 
themselves for not being sufficiently thoughtful, decisive, self-controlled and compassionate, with one 
main difference: We know that we don’t need to remain as we are, not trusting God irrationally or 
out of mental laziness, but because in Christ we can see what a person who lives with God is like. 


"Our task therefore, as Christians, is to make clear that the Christian truth is not a mere folk myth in 


a generally secular society, but that this truth has consequences at every level--from individual to so- 
ciety.” 
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LWE INTERNS 





INTRODUCING... 
Kristen Stromberg - 22 years old 
United States of America 


LWF Office for International Affairs 
and Human Rights 


My work as a youth intern at the Lutheran World 
Federation has brought both exciting new chal- 
lenges and the possibility to rejoin friends in Ge- 
neva. I am a US citizen, but have lived most of 
my life here in Geneva. 


This year I finished my university education in 
Iowa in the United States, where I concentrated 
on European history. I plan to continue my stud- 
ies in history later, focusing especially on social 
history. I hope this will provide me with a deeper 
understanding of the social upheavals and con- 
flicts that our world is experiencing today. It 
seems that while a certain amount of attention has 
been paid to the physical dimension of human 
suffering, addressing the other aspects of a per- 
son’s life such as mental health, social integration 
and cultural identity, which are affected by injus- 
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tice and political change, is a relatively new con- 
cept. In particular, immigration and migration in 
the changing Europe of today is of interest to me, 
and I hope to use my studies and experience to 
work in such areas in the future. 


My internship during the next months is in the 
LWF Office for International Affairs and Human 
Rights. Human rights issues are of vital impor- 
tance for the future of our human societies and I 
am particularly interested in the role that 
churches can play in promoting the protection of 
these rights. This summer I worked for an inter- 
national organization which facilitated the work 
of non-governmental organizations at the United 
Nations. I attended many of the major human 
rights meetings held at the UN, including the Hu- 
man Rights Committee and a meeting of the 
Conference on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe on national minorities. There I gained 
experience in the politics of these formal proce- 
dures and came to understand some of the new 
issues outside of the traditional concepts of hu- 
man rights. 


The LWF Office for International Affairs and 
Human Rights has many priority concerns for 
this year, especially for peace in El Salvador, 
Guatemala and the Middle East. One of the con- 
cems that is of particular interest to me is that of 
the rights of children. At the moment we are 
concentrating our efforts on the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child, trying to get churches in- 
volved in sharing information about the situation 
of children today and helping to implement the 
convention. Another area of concern is the prob- 
lem of environmental preservation and sustain- 
able development. The LWF is joining forces 
with other ecumenical organizations in preparing 
for the UN Conference on Environment and De- 
velopment to be held in June of 1992 in Brazil. 


I’m grateful for the opportunity to work in these 
areas within the context of the LWF, where I am 
challenged to consider what my Christian faith 
has to do with these pressing concerns in the 
world. I know [ll learn much from my new col- 
leagues and I look forward to a busy and exciting 
year. 


INTRODUCING... 
Radoslav Danko - 28 years old 
Czech and Slovak Federal Republic 


LWF Department for Mission and 
Development, Youth Desk 


I consider this year as a very special one in my 
life. I graduated from the Faculty of Theology, 
our newbom baby made my wife Andrea and I 
very happy, and finally I was ordained to serve as 
a pastor in the Slovak Evangelical Church. Now I 
begin my youth internship for nine months with 
the LWF. It is an opportunity to become more fa- 
miliar with all kinds of activities provided by the 
federation’s administrative machinery. 


I remember the words of Bishop Leslie Newbig- 
gin, "Thinking globally and acting locally." To 
learn to think globally in the dimension of faith in 
a context of the whole creation, the LWF is the 
right place to be. My work is very varied. I am 
not just a clerk surrounded by a mass of docu- 
ments, statements, reports and so on. My first 
month of internship was full of discussions and 
meetings with people responsible for different 
fields of work in the LWF. My general task is to 
continue work on the "Lutheran Youth Directory" 
by completing the list of youth contacts and select- 
ing the incoming information to provide an overall 
picture of youth work in each member church. 


During my theological studies my prime interest 
was evangelization, worship and church educa- 

tion. I spent one year of study at The Queen's 
College in Birmingham, England. I was involved 
in visits to many different churches, including 
charismatic churches on a large scale. It was very 
helpful for my studies to take part in Hindu, Mus- 
lim and Buddhist worship or to share life in the 
Christian communities of Great Britain. 


Some would say that the most fascinating is to 
travel and see exotic countries with their different 
cultures--something that one could never see at 
home. But I feel that the most exciting things are 
happening at home where our present daily life is. 
If we were to open our eyes and widen our percep- 
tion we would observe a beauty and perfection in 
our home life. There are also so many needs to be 
met and activities to be started, so many people in 
the church who are waiting for our help in witness 
to Jesus Christ. 
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In the last two years my country, Czechoslovakia, 
has gone through tremendous changes. There is 
no longer a Communist regime. Real democracy 
has replaced it. We are, of course, at the begin- 
ning and all have great responsibility in creating a 
new and just society. We are tempted to style our- 
selves on Western society and in many cases this 
has already happened. For many people and poli- 
ticians, the free-market economy has became an 
idol which they believe ensures the resolution of 
ali problems. 


I do not think that we were so bad or poor in the 
socialist countries. Looking back, I wonder if 
there was something sacred although non-apparent 
at first sight, which is now slowly disappearing. I 
am thinking of the inner treasure of my Slovak na- 
tion. I mean good, honest relationships, love, to- 
getherness, preserving the unique folk and relig- 
ious traditions. These inner treasures are threat- 
ened by current developments which could lead to 
an atheistic society. 


As Christians in this world, we are called upon to 
rebuild our societies through faith and experience. 
I am very grateful to be in the LWF as I hope I 
will be able to bring home new insights for church 
work and be helpful to our awakening society. 


15 


EGGYS 


As participants in the ecumenical movement, the Lutheran World Federation as well as the 
youth in our member churches are preparing for the Ecumenical Global Gathering for 
Youth and Students (EGGYS) to be held in Brazil in 1993. An open letter from the plan- 
ning meeting held in Brazil in May this year is quoted below. We asked the EGGYS’ coor- 
dinator, Manuel Quintero, to tell us about the national committees which will form the ba- 
sic structure of the process. We encourage you to initiate and take part in them. 


The EGGYS has been defined as a process 
through which young people can be empowered 
to grapple with their own contextual issues-- 
racism, interfaith dialogue, unemployment, envi- 
ronmental degradation, breakdown of traditional 
values, drug abuse, education, and so on, and to 
. do it ecumenically, that is, as part of a Christian 
fellowship of prayer, sharing, commitment and 
accountability. 


The EGGYS National Committees are an expres- 
sion of this fellowship. 


National committees result from the initiative of 
existing youth and student movements (as in 
countries like the Philippines, Rwanda, Vene- 
zuela, Brazil and Canada), or from young people 
who are concerned and interested in a dialogical 
encounter with other young people beyond cul- 
tural, social and ideological boundaries (as in Ar- 


Interested persons may also request 
information from the EGGYS 
international coordinating office: 


Manuel Quintero 

EGGYS Coordinating Office 
Ecumenical Center 

150, route de Ferney 
CH-1211 Geneva 2 
Switzerland 


gentina, Benin, Sudan, Pakistan and Peru). 
These committees, still in the embryonic stage, 
are encouraged to be as open and inclusive as 
possible to the broad spectrum of 
ecclesiological and theological positions exist- 
ing within each country. They have the main 
responsibility of sparking interest in the 
EGGYS through available religious media and 
communications. 


By the end of 1991, the EGGYS international 
coordinating office expects to produce a joint 
world directory of all movements and associa- 
tions belonging to the six partner organizations, 
as well as a directory of EGGYS National Com- 
mittees already in existence. This EGGYS’ di- 
rectory will be regularly updated to facilitate 
young people’s contact with their own national 
committees. 
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AN OPEN LETTER TO CHURCHES AND THE ECUMENICAL COMMUNITY 
FROM THE EGGYS PLANNING COMMITTEE, 13-20 MA Y 1991 


"Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 


"From 13 to 20 May, at the Retreat House of the Sisters of the Crucified Christ in São Paulo, Brazil, representatives of six 
organizations (World Council of Churches, World Student Christian Federation, Young Women’s Christian Association, 
Young Men’s Christian Association, Intemational Young Catholic Students and Intemational Movement of Catholic Stu- 
dents) met with representatives of Brazilian churches (Anglican Church, Brazil for Christ Pentecostal Church, United Pres- 
byterian Church of Brazil and Evangelical Church of the Lutheran Confession in Brazil), and the Youth Ministry of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, met to continue to pave the way for ecumenical cooperation and for the Ecumenical Global Gathering 
of Youth and Students to be held in Brazil in 1993. 


"During the week of discussions, Bible study, common worship and exchange of experience, we have once again felt the 
Holy Spirit’s call to unity, the unity essential for effective evangelization. We met, in fact, at Pentecost, remembering Joel’s 
prophecy, decisive to the primitive church: "And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon 
all flesh, and your sons and daughters shall prophesy, and the young shall see visions, and the old shall dream dreams!" (Acts 
2:17). 


"Why are we committed to the spiritual search of ecumenical cooperation? The organizations that participate in this process 
have a long history of missionary work with youth and students, and are convinced that our response of obedience to the 
Spirit of Pentecost demands that we deepen and strengthen our common witness before the serious and complex problems 
and challenges that face youth and students at the end of this second millennium. 


"We are aware that nothing can substitute the riches of local ecumenical work and experience. Our work aims to stimulate 
these grass-roots organizations. But we also see in this process a unique opportunity for Christian youth and students to 
experience, beyond geographical and cultural barriers, the unity and universality of the Church of Jesus Christ. 


"The process we embark on hopes to reach as many young people as possible in all regions of the world. The goals of our 
process toward deepened ecumenical cooperation are: 


"To seek a vital and active ecumenical ministry of youth and students that overthrows division and hatred, uproots injustice, 
and destroys oppression, building unity, nurtunng justice, and proclaiming the liberating ecumenical vision. 


"To serve as an opportunity for ecumenical youth and students’ networks and churches to recommit themselves to youth and 
students and their concerns at the center of our common vocation. 


"To open youth and students to the challenge of action for unity and justice, and to build solidarity as they go to the heart of 
the faith and struggles of God’s people. "In all we are convinced that God calls us to proclaim the Good News of liberation, 
to manifest the Oneness of the Triune God, and to proclaim visions of God’s Kingdom proclaimed by Christ and coming to 
birth in our midst. 


"One element of this process will be the EGGYS gathering. We hope this gathering will bring together more than 600 youth 
and students from all over the world, and from many churches and movements of the ecumenical family. We hope too that 
the gathering will give new drive and vision to the generations that will have central responsibility for the life and mission of 
the church into the third millennium. 


"We write you, our brothers and sisters in the Risen Christ, to ask you to be with us in the process, and in the gathering, 
supporting us with your prayers and the moral and institutional support that we will need for the work to give fruit in due 
time. 


"We greet you in the love of our Lord. 


EGGYS Planning Committee Meeting 
São Paulo, Brazil, 13-20 May 1991" 
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ELCA NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING 


The National Youth Gathering of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) in Dallas, Texas, 3-7 July 1991 
brought together about 27,000 young Lutherans aged 15-18. 
This makes it the largest US youth gathering. 


Prior to the National Youth Gathering, hundreds of partici- 
pants arrived early in Dallas to also attend the Multicultural 
Youth Leadership Event (MYLE), 30 June - 3 July, and the 
Differently Abled Youth Leadership Event (DAYLE), 1-3 
July. Young Lutherans of color or whose primary language 
is not English, and young white people from inclusive con- 
gregations attended the MYLE. 

Young Lutherans with handicapping conditions met in the 
DAYLE. The second triennial convention of the ELCA’s 
Lutheran Youth Organization (ELCA-LYO) met 4-6 July, in 
conjunction with the gathering. 


The ELCA-LYO represents about 500,000 high school 
youth in 64 ELCA geographical synods. About 350 dele- 
gates from every US state, Puerto Rico and the (US) Virgin 
Islands attended the convention. Resolutions adopted in- 
cluded: 


- To urge ELCA congregations and members to be 
"responsible caretakers of God’s world" by recycling, 
car-pooling, and so forth; 


to ask the Multicultural Advisory Committee to compile 
"a book of youth worship services" that represents the 
many cultures of ELCA members; 


- to include "sexual orientation" as a trait that cannot be 
used to deny membership in the ELCA-LYO; 


- to encourage all ELCA synods to add youth delegates 
from each congregation to synod assemblies; 


- to make every effort to include "people from lower 
socioeconomic classes" in ELCA-LYO functions; and 


- to commit ELCA-LYO members to tithe. 


Delegates voted "to work with the Multicultural Advisory 
Committee to provide a clear understanding and definition 
of what it means to be multicultural. This definition will in- 
clude the needs and gifts of multicultural persons." 


On the final day of the 1991 ELCA-L YO Convention, Timo- 
thy Seitz, 18, of Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Longview, 





Washington D.C. was elected ELCA-LYO president for a 
three-year term. 


More than 500 young people gathered for the MYLE. They 
came from 27 US states, Puerto Rico and the (US) Virgin Is- 
lands. About half came from Minnesota, Illinois, California 
and Texas. There were also intemational guests from Brazil, 
El Salvador, Germany, Hong Kong, Latvia, Namibia, New 
Guinea, Palestine and Suriname. 


The voting participants elected eight youth to the Multicul- 
tural Advisory Committee (MAC) of the ELCA-LYO. The 
MAC helps the ELCA-LYO "to strive to be more inclusive, 
and to voice the concems and needs of youth of color and 
whose primary language is other than English." The MAC is 
composed of one male and one female from each of the 
Afro-American, Asian, Hispanic and Native American 
groups. 


A cultural festival included performances by Asian dancers 
from the Central Lutheran Church in Minneapolis, the Dallas 
Black Dance Theater and Ballet Folklorico. 


Sixteen young ELCA members with various disabilities at- 
tended the DAYLE and the National Youth Gathering. The 
theme was "Called...Freed...Gifted!" Participants worshiped, 
covenanted, studied the Bible, played, shared their life sto- 
ries, planned and worked together. The event made the tran- 
sitton into the larger gathering easier and shaped new rela- 
tionships. A session where DAYLE participants gave exam- 
ples of things they like and dislike produced some simple 
advice for their "able-bodied" friends: "Help when asked, 
and ask before you help." 


Some said they would rather be asked about their disabilities 
than have people disregard them out of ignorance. Others, 
in wheelchairs, said they do not appreciate it when someone 
moves them without asking. Becky Rose from Florida, who 
is blind, was able to open a few eyes by chairing the 
DAYLE planning committee and serving as a differently- 
abled representative on the ELCA-LYO national board. 


Sarah Reinertsen and Bliss Temple, both 16, were elected as 
DAYLE representatives to the ELCA-LYO board. 


The ELCA National Youth Gathering supplied US$ 15,000 
for the DAYLE and the Lutheran Brotherhood granted US$ 
9,000. Participants were responsible for their own transpor- 
tation and expenses related to the gathering. 
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ELCA NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING 


DALLAS, 


YOUTH IN LWF COUNCIL 


Youth members in the LWF Council submitted reports 
to the Youth Desk, excerpts of which follow: 


YOUTH IN THE COUNCIL 
Johan Ernstson 


The LWF held its annual Council meeting 30 June - 10 July. 
It was the first one held with a fully working Council under 
the new constitution. The new constitution became effective 
in February 1991. This means that the whole of the Council 
now has both voice and vote in all sessions. The Council 
consists of 49 members altogether, inciuding the president. 


All the youth dele gates attended the Council together for the 
first time. Johannes was not present during the first meeting 
in Geneva in 1990. Boua Sy Ly attended half of the Council 
meeting because she is one of the vice presidents of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s Lutheran Youth 
Organization (ELCA-LYO). Boua Sy had to attend their 
semiannual youth meeting in Dallas, United States, together 
with 20,000 other LYO membersi Siv Limstrand, the new 
LWF Secretary for Youth in Church and Society, also made 
a two-day visit to the Dallas meeting. 


The youth delegates met one day ahead of the Council meet- 
ing to go through the agenda and make preparations. (The 
women of the Council did the same). The procedure, always 
a trifle boring but necessary, is important if the youth are to 
make any impact on the meeting at all. We decided to meet 
at least once a day to show support for each other’s proposals 
and standpoints. During these meetings things tend to hap- 
pen very fast and we need to stick together as a group to 
“seize the moment." 


One of the things we discussed thoroughly was the question 
about “youth issues." Are there any specific youth issues at 
all? Are all issues youth issues? Are there special youth 
perspectives to all issues? And so on. What came out of this 
discussion 1s rather unclear, but we all agreed that there is no 
issue that could be characterized as having no youth aspect. 
And we must watch out not to act ONLY on issues concern- 
ing youth representation. Youth now represent 16 percent of 
the Council, and our task is to show that this means some- 
thing to the whole life of the LWF. In other words, we need 
to act in all areas and on all issues from a youth standpoint. 
We understand that this "youth standpoint" will also differ a 
great deal from person to person in the group, because of our 
different ages, cultures and traditions. 


Youth Summing Up 


The youth group had a short and brief summing-up meeting 
after the Council meeting. As a whole reflections were posi- 
tive, but there are still years to go to reach what we would 
call “inclusiveness and participation" for all in the work of 
the LWF. But every journey starts with a first step. 


The youth group also spent some time discussing the differ- 
ent regional situations. 


There was also a discussion about the YOUTH LETTER and 
there we, and YOU, were urged to participate with written 
material. 





Reflections/Evaluation 


It will take time, maybe too much time, to change the work 
and meetings of the LWF into a good working structure. 
But as I said before, it has to start somewhere. And I be- 
heve it has started, but it will take much energy and enthu- 
siasm to push it forward. We all hope for your help with 
this work. 


The youth group 1s respected, we are beginning to learn the 
rules (and how to break them) and are also starting to con- 
tribute in all areas. I believe there are maybe some ques- 
tions that are "youth issues," but more than that, I believe 
that there is a youth perspective to all issues. This has to be 
brought into the discussion. 


Youth "action," or how young people try to participate and 
make an impact on church and society, has changed. After 
the first Council meeting, and I am sure even after this, 
some "adults" were disappointed by what was done or 
rather was not done by the youth. This is to be taken seri- 
ously as some sort of encouragement, but it must not get us 
down too much. There are different sorts of action, and if 
someone is waiting for "dancing on tables/burning paper" 
they will have to wait because that will not be done. It was 
done maybe during the 1960s, but not now. Today is to- 
day, and youth are different. Maybe I am wrong, maybe it 
is sad, but I believe that the "codeword" today is more "in- 
filtration” than "revolution." (Reactions to this would be 
appreciated). 


J think that something will happen to the working proce- 
dures and content of the LWF, just because today there is a 
fair representation of young people, women and also peo- 
ple from the Southern Hemisphere. This will bring 
changes, if we want them. I believe we do! 
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Agnes Pangyanszky, Program Committee for World Service 


The human suffering experienced everywhere around the world can seem to be out of reach, but is also close. You have to do 
something! "Am I my brother’s keeper?" replies Cain when God asks him about his brother. Yes, we are our brothers’ and 
sisters’ keepers. 


I had to think about and I have to think about human suffering more profoundly since I am a member of the LWF World Serv- 
ice (WS) Committee. From other sources as well, I am convinced that this kind of work based on the love we learn from Jesus 
Christ is really useful and effective! 


The time spent in Chicago was the second chance to learn more about this committee. I wouldn’t say it is easy work trying to 
assimilate all the information one can get. And experience itself is another thing! Last year I could not participate in an evalu- 
ation meeting in Botswana, but this November I will have the possibility of participating in an evaluation meeting in Swaziland. 
I feel that it will be a real help to know more about the work of the WS by being able to participate in one of its projects and in 
this evaluation program. The committee is concerned that its Council members be given the chance to visit a project and get 
acquainted with the ongoing work there. 


As a youth member I especially appreciate the efforts of the staff for working out how we could become more involved. 


Emphasis was given to the question of a youth intern to plan the involvement of youth in the WS operational programs. The 
task of this intern would be to work on youth exchange programs between churches where the WS is working or has worked. 
- "Youth exchange in a variety of forms must surely be an investment in the future in the work of World Service, to promote 
international understanding and gaining (of) experience." This question has still to be worked on. As in the Assembly message 
of the WS, in the part “Life and Communion,” the promotion of women’s and youth’s involvement was also underlined during 
the discussions. 


Janet Calado, Standing Committee on Human Rights and International Affairs 


In the three-day meeting with the Committee on Human Rights and International Affairs, the nature and functions of the Stand- 
ing Committee were reviewed and there was some discussion on its vision for the future, its goals and working methods. 
Among the important discussions were the relevance of public statements given to member churches in times of crisis or during 
difficult circumstances, the procedure and criteria in writing such statements and coordination and communication with the 
member churches in this area. 


One of the most important things the committee discussed and emphasized was the need to equip member churches to enable 
them to respond adequately to crises and other forms of human rights violations within their context. Often, some people are 
not aware of their human and civil rights. Therefore they could not protect themselves from being exploited. Equipping the 
member churches is, I think, very important since this will also involve the church in responding and dealing with such crises 
affecting them. It will also mean giving the churches the opportunity to work closely among themselves to provide and come 
up with their own means or methods in working out these issues. More importantly, the churches can have access to knowledge 
about their own situation, although in some cases, the church is seldom involved in this endeavor. 


Johan Ernstson, Program Committee on Communication 


In this group we deal with international and external information and news, and also with the printing of materials and books; a 
relatively wide spectrum. The communications office of the LWF is a small one, after restructuring there will be eight staff. 
The work concentrates mainly on Lutheran World Information (the weekly and monthly newsletters in English and German), 
publishing for the LWF, translating documents and so forth, and trying to guide the federation on information matters and poli- 
cies. The major task on the committee’s agenda was to discuss and give to the Council an agreeable proposal on what is called 
"The Ecumenical News Service" (ENS). 


Standing Committee on Constitution 


This was all about Bylaws to the new constitution. The Council accepted the proposal from the committee in principle. This 
proposal was formulated during a committee meeting in Geneva in May 1991. During that meeting I tried to bring in “written 
guarantees” for youth/women’s participation, among other things, but did not succeed. But in the Council it worked out a little 
better, there is now a sentence in the Bylaws about the Assembly that reads: "...a balanced participation of ordained and layper- 
sons, men, women and youth in accordance with the relevant Standing Resolutions." This means that the Council accepted 
to put in what has been decided in Assemblies, for example in Curitiba about 20 percent youth, not less than 40 percent women, 
and that youth organizations in the respective churches will have a say in the nomination of youth in the delegation to Assem- 
blies. There was also long discussion on the section on membership, but finally the LWF adopted their Bylaws. 
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THE 7 YOUTH DELEGATES IN THE LWF COUNCIL ARE: 


LATIN AMERICA 
Mercedes Garcia Bachmann 


(Committee on Studies 
and Theology) 


Calle 10 No. 1373 
ARG-1900 La Plata, BA 
Argentina 


ASIA 
Janet T. Calado 


(Standing Committee on 
International Affairs and 
Human Rights) 


PMHA Baguio-Benguet Chapter 
Marcos Highway 

PI-2600 Baguio City 

The Philippines 


NORTH AMERICA 
Boua Sy Ly 


(Committee on Mission 
and Development) 


1477 Hilltop Street 
Albemarle, NC 28001 
USA 
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AFRICA 
Anna Makyao 


(Committee on Studies 
and Theology) 


Shiri Lutheran Parish 
Box 329 

Moshi 

Tanzania 





EUROPE (EAST) 

Agnes Pangyanszky 
(Committee on World Service) 
Nagy Lajos Kir. u. 37 A 


H-1148 Budapest 
Hungary 


EUROPE (NORDIC) 





Johan Ernstson 
(Committee on Communication) 
Hjalmar Brantingsgata 10 B 


S-753 27 Uppsala 
Sweden 


EUROPE (WEST) 
Johannes Mayer 


(Committee on Finance 





and Administration) 
Don’t hesitate to get in touch with them if you have some- ia dei S li 148 
i ; via dei Serragli 
thing to discuss about matters in your region. 1-50124 Firenze 
Italy 
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A GLIMPSE OF THE GLOBAL CHURCH 
(From the Racket--the Voice of Canadian Lutheran Youth) 


Three Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC) youth had the opportunity to 
serve as stewards at the LWF Council meeting, 1-10 July 1991 in Chicago. This is what 
they had to say: 


... Pass me more Band-Aids, I found more blisters!" ‘How many copies of what docu- 
ment in what language?’ "I wonder which countries are not represented." ‘I think I need 
another Band-Aid!’ 


Rachel Weslowski, Michelle Grimme, and Kennet Mann were astounded at the global 
nature of this worldwide organization. Their days were filled with meeting and working 
with people from such countries as Liberia, Namibia, El Salvador, China, India and New 
Zealand. 


The LWF serves to develop leadership and fellowship among its member churches and 
works closely with the World Council of Churches whose headquarters are also in 
Geneva, Switzerland. The LWF heads many relief efforts throughout the world (our own 
Canadian Lutheran World Relief 1s a partner) providing aid, working for peace, and re- 
flecting the words of Christ who commands us to love one another. 


Working to keep the Council meeting functional, the stewards 
copied reports and assisted with any other daily duties. 

Each day began with reflection, prayer, and song. ee 
Rachel, Michelle, and Kennet invite you to da È cee 
join in their prayer "that God will Ay d 
strengthen, guide and enrich is A 

the work of the LWF as it Hse 

helps to proclaim 
and live out 

the Gospel." 







— ———————_—_———_i = x 
TE [SEE 

i iH Eren, mg = = 
ee 


Oe Sea 





I SWEAR To coPy THE TRUTH, 
THE WHOLE TRUTH IN ENGLISH 
GERMAN, SPANISH, AND HELP 
ME God; EVEN iN SWEDISH! 
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September 30 marked the first anniversary of the World Summit on Children. On September 2, 1990, the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child entered into force, soon after the last of the necessary 20 states 
ratified it. On March 1, 1991 the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child was created and this Commit- 


tee held its first session in October. Its task is to supervise the progress made in realizing the goals of the 
convention. 


The total number of States Parties or Signatories is now: 140 
The total number of Countries that are neither is: 25 


(States Parties are those countries that have committed themselves to the convention through either 
ratification--after signing--or accession--without signing. Signatories are countries that have expressed 
interest in the convention by signing it, and are presumably considering ratification.) 


The following countries are neither States Parties nor Signatories: 


ASIA AFRICA W. EUROPE AND OTHER 
Bahrain Botswana Monaco 

Brunei Darssalem Cape Verde San Marino 

Cambodia Congo United States of America 
Fiji Equatorial Guinea Total: 3 

India — Libya 

Somalia Iraq 

Malaysia LATIN AMERICA 
Oman Ro St. Vincent & the 

Qatar ia Grenadines 

Saudi Arabia Total: 1 

Singapore 

Solomon Islands 

Thailand 

United Arab Emirates 

Total: 14 


WHAT YOU CAN DO! 


Individuals and organizations can help by: 


- joining local child welfare organizations--creating a coalition of such 
organizations to work together to promote the convention; 


- persuading churches, civic clubs, professional associations, women’s and 
youth groups, political parties and voters’ leagues, and teachers’ associa- 
tions, medical societies, charities and foundations to discuss the issue and 
demand timely action to observe the provisions of the convention; 


- finding out what is happening in your country, keeping the media supplied 
with information about the convention; and 


- telling organizations you belong to and your friends what the convention 
can do for children and why it needs their continued attention and support. 


FOLLOW-UP 
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SOME OF THE MAJOR COMMITMENTS GOVERNMENTS MAKE WHEN THEY RATIFY 
THE CONVENTION: 


Provide the child with... Ensure special care for... 


ug ee da 

g o P _ ratio E 

- opportunities for play fr pni me + 

_ ime oe Lu due - children without families , 
process of law ir eg care, Kafala 


Support the family by... 


- respecting its responsibilities, rights and 
duties in protecting and caring for the child 

- ensuring common respect of parents for the 
child’s development 

- ensuring an adequate standard of living 

- enabling the child to stay in contact with 
both parents when the latter have separated 

- promoting child-care facilities 


Protecting the child from... Allow the child to... 


- exploitation at work - express his or her views in matters affecting 
- sexual exploitation him or her 
- abduction, sale and trafficking - seek and distribute information 
- abuse and neglect within the family - participate in cultural life and the arts 
- drug abuse - meet together and join or form associations 
- unlawful detention - practice a religion 
- torture 
- capital punishment in accordance with the child’s age and 
- unjustified removal from the family maturity 
- traditional practices harmful to 
health 





Source: NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child 
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LWF ACTION 


The maltreatment of children is one of the world’s most critical problems that Lutheran 
churches must try to counter as a high priority, the LWF Council said at its meeting in 
Chicago in early July. The LWF called on member churches to give high priority "to 
addressing the intolerable situation of the neglect and exploitation of children." 


Acting on a report from its Standing Committee for International Affairs and Human 
Rights, the LWF Council asserted that the neglect, exploitation, torture and killing of 
children is one of today’s most serious problems. Last year, LWF member churches 
were asked to advocate the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 


After the World Summit on Children, the LWF appointed an LWF Task Force on Chil- 
dren which meets regularly to discuss what can be undertaken by the member churches, 
related agencies and by the different departments and field offices of the headquarters in 
Geneva. 


The following letter has been sent to all LWF Member Churches: 


To LWE Member Churches 
In countries that have ratified the 
U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child 


Geneva, 11 October 1991 
Dear Friends, 


More than a year has passed since the Convention on the Rights of the Child entered into 
force on 2 September 1990. This was an historic occasion in which governments 
showed an unprecedented amount of support for a treaty protecting the rights of this 
most vulnerable part of the human family. 


Today, 96 states have ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child and thus made 
its provisions binding law in their countries. I am encouraged by this indication that the 
global community has recognized the rights of children as central to justice and sustain- 
able development now and in the future. 


The government of your country is among those who have ratified the Convention and 
thus expressed its commitment to improve the intolerable situation of children in the 
world today. 


Your government undertook major responsibilities when it ratified the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child. It is now accountable to the United Nations through the U.N. 
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Committee on the Rights of the Child and must report periodically on how the actual 
situation in your country conforms to the provisions of the treaty. These periodic reports 
must be made available to the public. 


The churches have a vital role to play in ensuring that these responsibilities are taken 
seriously, and that the vision for children that their government espoused through ratifi- 
cation is made reality. 


In this connection I recall the action taken by the Council of the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion meeting during July in Chicago. 


The Council voted: 


"that the LWF member churches give high priority to addressing the 
intolerable situation of the neglect and exploitation and trade of chil- 
dren in today’s world, placing emphasis on the Plan of Action adopted 
by the World Summit for Children of 1990 and that the member 
churches be invited to report back in 1993." 


In order that we might work together on this issue, I would like to propose that you des- 
ignate a person from your church with responsibility for children’s concerns who might 
serve as a liaison to our Office for International Affairs and Human Rights. The Lu- 
theran World Federation remains ready to assist you with information and advice as you 
seek to address these problems. 


The Scriptures remind us of the central place that Jesus gave to children in the kingdom 
of God (Matt. 19:14). As followers of Christ, we also should find ways to defend and 
promote the physical, emotional and spiritual well-being of children. In your own com- 
munity, we encourage you to give priority to addressing the situation of children in to- 
day’s world through Bible studies, workshops, worship services and through publicizing 
these issues in the media. 


The Convention has given the international community an effective instrument to im- 
prove the condition of children, and the churches have a vital role to play in this task. 
Through our advocacy efforts and the way in which we value children at the heart of our 
own communities, churches can witness to God’s own intentions for children in a peace- 
ful and just world. “Whoever receives one of these children in my name, receives me" 
(Mark 9:37). 


Sincerely, 
Dr. Gunnar Staalsett 


General Secretary 
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ASIA (excerpt from lwi) 


Vietnamese children without parents are among the refu- 
gees who suffer most in Southeast Asia from cumbersome 
screening procedures, a Lutheran-sponsored conference 
heard recently in Washington. A social worker from the 
Philippines, Steven Muncy, told dele gates to the June 19-21 
conference on unaccompanied refugee minors that thou- 
sands of young Vietnamese are stuck in Southeast Asian de- 
tention centers without their parents. Detailed and 
time-consuming screening procedures introduced two years 
ago by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refu- 
gees (UNHCR) are supposed to give top priority to children 
but in fact leave them in "limbo," Muncy said. 


The conference cosponsored by the (US) Lutheran Immi- 
gration and Refugee Service (LIRS) and the United States 
Catholic Conference (USCC), heard that the situation in the 
detention centers of Hong Kong and other Southeast Asian 
sites "is destroying children. It’s wearing down their coping 
capacity," Muncy told the 125 conference participants. “It’s 
creating behaviors that are harmful to their well-being and 
the well-being of the community in general." 


Muncy made several proposals for helping resolve the di- 
lemma of unaccompanied refugee minors in Southeast Asia. 
They include: 


- demanding that the youngest minors and those who have 
been in detention the longest go through the screening 
process first, and that the largest backlog "be cleaned 
up” in an established time-frame; 

- tapping the child welfare expertise of the LIRS and 
USCC to formulate, in consultation with the UNHCR, 
standards of care for children in such situations; and 

- working to build the child and family welfare system 
in Vietnam for the sake of all the impoverished coun- 
try’s children. 


HONG KONG (Iwi) 


A Vietnamese-American who once lived in a refugee camp 
in Hong Kong is to go back there to try and arrange "a bet- 
ter life" for Vietnamese refugee children unaccompanied by 
adult family members. Phuong T. Vocao will serve in 
Hong Kong for two years in a joint effort of the Lutheran 
Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS) and the Division 
for Global Mission of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA). 


Some 2,500 unaccompanied Vietnamese children wait in 
Hong Kong’s detention centers for interviews to determine 
if they are eligible for refugee status and thus resettlement 
in other countries. Once classified as refugees, the children 
are moved to Pillar Point. There they wait to be accepted 
by a resettlement country or for the release of relatives still 
in detention. They are vulnerable to drugs, alcohol and sex- 
ual harassment and have little or no daytime supervision 
when their assigned "caretakers" are away at work for long 
hours, according to an LIRS report. 


As determined by the LIRS, which administers the Joint 
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Voluntary Agency for refugees in Hong Kong, Vocao is to 
see how the physical and emotional needs of unaccompa- 
nied children at Pillar Point can be met, including a possible 
group home for 20 children and their houseparents. In her 
native Vietnam, Vocao, 43, graduated from Saigon (now 
Ho-Chi-Minh City) University of Education in 1973. Until 
her escape from the country in 1978 with her spouse and 
their son, now 19, she was a teacher of natural science and 
vice principal of a high school. 


BRAZIL (excerpt from WCC Youth) 


In recent years there has been a huge growth in the number 
of deaths/killings of children and youth in Brazil. UNICEF 
has shown that during the last decades children have paid 
with their lives for the economic plans of Brazil and other 
Latin American governments. In this data, Brazil, particu- 
larly its northeastem region, was listed as champion in in- 
fant mortality rates. This is selective and structural death, 
for it is the little ones who die of hunger, slowly and with- 
out pain. Such victims are numbered in the thousands every 
year. 


As if these cruel deaths were not sufficient, there now has 
arisen a new kind of death squads whose speciality is the 
extermination of children and youth. These squads include 
former police, paid killers, members of the police force and 
organized gangs. They are active, especially in the large 
cities, in killing the "street children": adolescents and chil- 
dren of the peripheries, young drug users and black 
children--in short, the children of the poor. 


Many of the defenders of children are persecuted, some 
have been kidnapped, and others have received death threats 
simply because they have defended children. (by Fernando 
Altemeyer Jr.) 


LATIN/CENTRAL AMERICA 


In Brazil nearly every fifth child, 18 percent, between 10-14 
years of age has to work. Hardly one of these children 
eams the minimum Brazilian salary for their work. This 
came out of a study published in June by the Brazilian Insti- 
tute of Geography and Statistics. In Paraguay the percent- 
age of working children is 19.9 and in Haiti 24.4. 


MOZAMBIQUE (Transformer) 
Children under Fire 


"Another thing I saw were some 200 armed children in the 
camp. The bandits (Mozambique National Resistance 
[MNR]) were always taking children of 12, 13 or 14 and 
teaching them to fight. Some were as young as nine. The 
bandits gave them weapons and they were well-dressed 
with clothes stolen during the various raids." (the Rev. 
Martinhon Campus, a Baptist minister captured by the 
MNR.) 


Many of those forced into the MNR are young boys. They 
have been trained to mutilate and kill. The young boys 
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have been rounded up and made to watch their families be- 
ing beaten and killed, their mothers and sisters raped, and 
sometimes they have been forced to joinin. After that it be- 
comes impossible for them to return home and they are thus 
forced to become ‘loyal’ members of the MNR. Detached 
from family and forced into barbarism, their lives become 
totally poisoned. One 12-year-old boy said: 


"We were ordered to choose somebody from among the ci- 
vilians that they had kidnapped and kill him. We were 
given an axe or a machete to strike at the person until he 
died." 


Children who have been under fire whether from the MNR 
or not, suffer from severe trauma. A consultant on trauma 
and violence who works with the United Nations Refugee 
Programme (UNHCR) in Zambia, Shirley Gozzard, made 
the following comments: 


"If the refugees are to rebuild their lives, somehow we have 
to help them to bear the emotional burden of their experi- 
ences. When I talked to the children I found that a great 
many blamed themselves for the terrible things that had 
happened around them." 


USA 


There are more and more homeless children in the world’s 
richest country, the United States. They live with their 
families on the streets or in the backseat of a car. These 
children cannot go to school because to be admitted they 
need a permanent address. Nobody knows exactly how 
many children are homeless, but the numbers are calculated 
at between 100,000 - 500,000. "Children Now" is an or- 
ganization which started to examine the situation of children 
in California four years ago. In a recent report, the organi- 
zation states that children bom in extremely poor families 
are increasing dramatically. In California 18 percent of the 
children live in extremely poor families, whereas the per- 
centage for the whole of the country is 12. 


The churches have become temporary homes especially for 
single mothers and their children. Many churches have also 
engaged medical personnel to care for these children who 
would otherwise be completely without medical assistance. 


WEST BANK (iwi) 


Jerusalem--West Bank children are becoming more mal- 
nourished, according to a study by the pediatrics department 
of a Lutheran World Federation (LWF)-sponsored hospital 
here. The study of infant patients at the Augusta Victoria 
Hospital, which chiefly serves West Bank Palestinians, 
shows a rise in malnutrition this year compared with 1990. 
The pediatrics study 1s based on 448 child admissions dur- 
ing the last six months of 1990 and 266 children admitted 
up to May 15, 1991. The children surveyed were all in the 
first 24 months of life. 


Mainutrition among children in the first year of life "some- 
what increased" in 1991 compared with 1990. But children 
in the second year of life showed a "considerable increase" 


in malnutrition. According to hospital personnel, breast- 
feeding of younger infants helps protect them, to some ex- 
tent, from malnutrition. In the second year of life, children 
are dependent on regular sources of food and seem to be ex- 
periencing "low intake," according to the LWF Department 
of World Service office in Jerusalem. LWF Jerusalem rep- 
resentative David Johnson says the rise of malnutrition in 
the second year of life "is considered to be dramatic." 


Child admittances to the Augusta Victoria Hospital were 
lower than usual in the first four-and-a-half months of 1991, 
according to the pediatrics department. This drop was at- 
tributed to travel restrictions placed on West Bank residents 
who were therefore often unable to reach the hospital in 
East Jerusalem. The Augusta Victoria Hospital pediatrics 
department has a feeding program for infant patients who 
are underweight. There is growing evidence of immediate 
weight gains by malnourished children during their hospital 
stay, according to Johnson. While West Bank families used 
to bring food for their hospitalized children, many now re- 
quest and depend on hospital food. Pediatrics staff say the 
rise in malnutrition is related to the low socioeconomic ba- 
sis of Augusta Victoria patients, most of whom live in West 
Bank refugee camps. 
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IRAQ (excerpt from lwi) 


(This report is from the Lutheran Immigration and 
Refugee Service [LIRS] in New York.) 


She lost her father at the hand of the Khomeini re- 
gime in Iran in the year of her birth, 1981. Now 9 
years old, Saba Shaksar was separated last January 
from her mother in Baghdad, Iraq, because of the 
war in the Gulf, and does not know her fate. The 
little refugee arrived safely in Ithaca, New York, 
on April 16, joining the family of a maternal uncle, 
Alex Deyhim, his spouse Carol and their 
3-year-old son Michael. The US agency LIRS 
helped Deyhim facilitate Saba’s entry to the United 
States. "She seems to be adapting okay," says Dey- 
him, 28, who accompanied Saba here from an in- 
terim stay in Germany. 


When the allied bombing of Baghdad began last 
January, Saba was one of 16 children whom an Ira- 
nian resistance group smuggled out of the country 
to Germany through Jordan. The children arrived 
in Frankfurt Feb. 2, and the very next day Deyhim 
flew there to begin to deal with Saba’s future. At 
the suggestion of an attorney, Deyhim turned to the 
LIRS for help. In part because Saba fled Iraq with- 
out documents, she was denied refugee status. US 
Rep. Matthew F. McHugh, whose New York dis- 
trict includes Ithaca, then asked the US Immigra- 
tion and Naturalization Service (INS) to admit her 
under humanitarian parole. The INS granted this 
request April 11. 


Saba’s father, Mohamman-Reza Khaksar, an attor- 
ney active in the Muslim Jurists Association, was 
imprisoned in mid-1981 for his opposition to the 
government of Ayatollah Ruholah Khomeini. In 
spite of a campaign by Amnesty International to 


free him, he was executed by a firing squad in De- 
cember. Fleeing the country, his spouse Vhila and 
baby daughter first lived in France for five years 
and then relocated to Baghdad to be near an Iranian 
resistance group. Vhila has not been heard from 
since she and Saba were separated in January. 


USA (wi) 


Washington, Aug. 15--Erik Larsen, Lutheran and 
marine reservist, who objected to service in the 
Gulf war on religious and moral grounds was re- 
cently scheduled to stand trial in military court on 
charges of desertion. “It is the right of every GI to 
say no to war, said Larsen, joined by religious 
peace activists at Luther Place Church here. The 
human rights organization Amnesty International 
recently declared Larsen a "prisoner of conscious," 
although he is currently not a prisoner. Marine 
Corps spokeswoman Major Nancy LaLuntas con- 
firmed that Larsen has been charged with desertion 
but said the court martial could be delayed by ac- 
tion in civil court. 


In August last year, after US President George 
Bush sent American troops to the Gulf, Larsen 
publicly declared himself a conscientious objector, 
at a San Francisco news conference. In September, 
the 24-year-old reservist formally applied for con- 
scientious objector (CO) status, citing religious and 
moral objections. In February, the Marines called 
up Larsen’s reserve unit based in Hayward, Cali- 
fornia. But Larsen refused to go. This amounted 
to desertion, according to the Marines, even though 
Larsen’s unit was never sent to the Gulf. Since the 
beginning of January, 85 marines have formally 
applied for CO status, according to LaLuntas. Of 
those applications, 34 were approved, 37 were de- 
nied and 14 are pending, she said. 


"Well, there's one consolation. Af least it was a Just War." 
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EGYPT (eps) 


After nearly 10 months in prison, three Egyptians who con- 
verted to Christianity from Islam have finally been released 
from a Cairo prison, according to a report from the US-based 
News Network International (NNI). The three were arrested 
in October 1990 and accused of planning to foment sectarian 
strife, derogating Islam and threatening national unity. 


The human rights organization Amnesty International re- 
ported earlier that the three were tortured and held in solitary 
confinement. The Egyptian government denied the allega- 
tions. Mustafa Mohammad Said al-Sharqawi, 30, Moham- 
mad Ahmed Salem, 25, and Hassan Mohammad Ismail, 21, 
were never formally charged with any crimes. Twice, their 
release was ordered by a panel of three state security justices 
but the orders were overturned by state security, the NNI re- 
port said. 


GERMANY (iwi) 


Hundreds of schoolchildren in the five new states fashioned 
from what was Marxist East Germany will have a new subject 
this school year--religion. What would have been unthinkable 
just two years ago--religion twice a week as a regular school 
subject--has become a reality, particularly in those areas of 
southeast Germany where the Protestant Church remained 
particularly active through the four decades of Marxist rule. 


The introduction of religion classes, however, has been nei- 
ther universal nor without considerable controversy in some 
areas. In the majonty of the former East German schools, 
classes in religion will not start this fall because the necessary 
teaching staff has not been assembled. And in one state, 
Brandenburg, there is a dispute raging over a plan to intro- 
duce courses on cultural values instead of traditional Christian 
religious education. The debate over what approach to take-- 
traditional religious instruction or a more general values 
course--is being carried out on both sides by people who were 
active in the Protestant Church in East Germany during the 
decades of dictatorship. 


GERMANY (eps) 


Chancellor Helmut Kohl of Germany told a Roman Catholic 
audience in Speyer, Germany (23 June) that he was enraged 
by increasingly active neo-Nazis, especially in the former 
East Germany. 


He said the end of communism in Eastern Europe was a vic- 
tory for democracy: "but we must not lose sight of the danger 
that in some places old demons--nationalism, xenophobia 
(fear and hatred of strangers or foreigners) and 
anti-Semitism--are again awakening. That is why I am so en- 
raged about the shameless activities of neo-Nazis, unfortu- 
nately in East Germany especially, as in Dresden.” Nearly 
2,000 young neo-Nazis marched through the town of Dresden 
a week earlier to moum a leader shot dead in a gang-related 
brawl shouting "Sieg Heil" (Hail Victory) and waved old im- 
perial German flags in the demonstration. 


HONG KONG 
The World Assembly of Catholic students met in Hong Kong, 


19 July-4 August, to discuss, among other topics, the meaning 
and purpose of education. The assembly was jointly organ- 
ized by the International Movement of Catholic Students and 
the International Young Catholic Students. Over 200 partici- 
pants from Africa, Asia, Europe and Latin America were ex- 
pected. 


KENYA (eps) 


A Kenyan church leader has condemned the 30 June shooting 
by Kenyan police of a student at Moi University in the town 
of Eldoret. According to reports, the student was shot follow- 
ing riots sparked by government plans to withdraw student al- 
lowances. (Anglican) Church of the Province of Kenya 
Bishop David Gitari said the use of guns by police against de- 
fenseless students was unjustified. The rioting resulted in the 
closure of all four of Kenya’s universities. 


NIGERIA (eps) 


Four students in a Nigerian public school in the town of Yola 
were expelled recently "for conduct likely to cause disaffec- 
tion between Christians and Muslims.” An official of the min- 
istry of education said a panel of inquiry had found the stu- 
dents "guilty of master-minding a religious riot" leading to the 
closure of the school recently. 


NORWAY (eps) 


A quadrennial meeting of the World Young Women’s Chris- 
tian Association (YWCA) Council (in Stavanger, Norway, 25 
July-3 August) resolved to urge a united action through the 
next four years to protect the environment, support continued 
development to Central European associations, and work for 
the implementation of United Nations resolutions on Lebanon 
and Palestine. 


The meeting, which brought together 550 women from 80 
countries representing all regions of the world, noted that en- 
vironmental degradation was threatening many parts of the 
world, and singled out the Pacific region which, they said, 
was the testing ground for nuclear weapons and dumping of 
chemical weapons. The meeting resolved "to support action, 
including political lobbying and environmental education pro- 
grams, to keep the Pacific nuclear-free...." 


On the plight of refugees and migrants, the meeting resolved 
to urge YMCA national associations to exchange information 
on the issue. 


The meeting also passed a resolution on child prostitution and 
voted to educate the public on "the nature and consequences 
of tourism-related pedophile activities in developing coun- 
tries." 


SOUTH AFRICA (excerpt from lwi) 


MESSINA, South Africa, July 4--Fifteen community leaders 
from Nancefield township, Messina, were released June 14, 
reported Lutheran pastor, Ndanga Phaswana, of the Northem 
Transvaal Council of Churches. They included 11 young 
people, mostly minors, who had been arrested June 8 charged 
with "fomenting trouble" in a consumer boycott. One of 
those detained was Lutheran youth leader Abraham Luruli. 
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The boycott had been organized to protest against the 
government-appointed town council in Nancefield. 


Messina magistrate C.J. Bester told the 11 young people from 
Nancefield he would get Inkatha members with knobkerries 
(short wooden clubs) to "knock sense into their heads,” the Jo- 
hannesburg Star newspaper reported. The local state prosecu- 
tor, M. Skinner, said the remark had been made as a joke dur- 
ing a "moment of preaching," but local African National Con- 
gress representatives are taking the threat seriously since a 
number of strangers have been noticed in the township. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA (WCC Youth) 
Youth Message on Violence in Souther Africa 


Young people from the Middle East, Africa and Europe par- 
ticipated in a tri-regional round table on the "Role of Young 
People in Situations of Conflict" held July 23-28 in Ayia 
Napa, Cyprus. The purpose of the meeting was to bring to- 
gether young people who the previous week participated in 
exposure programs in four areas of conflict, namely to Pales- 
tine/Israel, South Africa, Lebanon and Northern Ireland. 
Some of the young people have been victims of unemploy- 
ment, discrimination, violence and lack of education. 


However, many also find themselves in the front lines of the 
struggle for justice and realize their potential to be agents of 
change. Even while engaged in this process of change, many 
young people are gripped by feelings of anger, bitterness, apa- 
thy and revenge. It is essential to confront and challenge 
these feelings in order to begin a process of healing and a just 
reconciliation. 


Each of the three regions came up with recommendations for 
follow-up, such as team visits, workshops, common day of 
prayer, etc.... 


The youth who participated sent the following message to the 
churches in southern Africa: 


"... We were appalled to hear firsthand stories on how, over the 
years, the lives of people have become debased through 
countless deaths, and disabilities as a result of situations of 
conflict and violence. 


“We feel strongly, as Christian youth gathered here to commit 
ourselves to engage in action that will lead to the transforma- 
tion of the prevalent violent societies in which we find our- 
selves, 


"We are encouraged to hear that there are some efforts and 
openness going on presently in Angola, Mozambique and 
South Africa to redress the present situations of conflict. We 
urge the churches in the southern African region to actively 
ong in this process to bring about a peaceful and just reso- 
ution." 


32 


SRI LANKA (eps) 


Buddhist, Christan and Hindu religious leaders have wel- 
comed the Sri Lankan govemment’s ban on slot machines. 
The ban became effective June 1. One of the leaders, Roman 
Catholic Bishop Oswald Gomis, hoped the ban will put a stop 
to the ‘jackpot menace,’ which he said, encouraged delin- 
quency, robbed youth of their morals and spawned indisci- 
pline, thefts and other evils. 


SWEDEN (Church Newspaper) 


KRISS (the Christian Student Movement in Sweden), associ- 
ated with the World Student Christian Federation (WSCF), 
has celebrated its 20th anniversary. The movement has only 
500 members today, but the chairman, R. Erik Svalfors, does 
not consider this a crisis, but thinks the trend is changing to- 
ward more involvement. Itis an ecumenical Christian move- 
ment which is also engaged in politics, a fact which the 
church considers controversial. It has been said that KRISS is 
mainly a social movement, but the present chairperson consid- 
ers it a Christian movement, e.g. they celebrate communion 
each week, which makes them the only living ecumenical 
movement in Sweden. KRISS is now looking for closer coop- 
eration both with the Church of Sweden and the free churches. 


The following bank accounts can be used 
for contributions to the Youth Letter: 


SWISS FRANCS: 

Banque Scandinave en Suisse 
Cours de Rive 11 

Case Postale 901 

CH-1211 Geneva 3 

Account: 620033.001.011 


US DOLLARS: 

Chase Manhattan Bank 

825 UN Plaza 

New York, NY 10017, USA 
Account: 949-2-417390 


DEUTSCH MARKS; 

Schroeder Münschmeyer, Hengst & Co. 
Friedenstrasse 6-10 

D-6000 Frankfurt 1 

Account: 00-843 037-00 


SWEDISH CROWNS: 
Skandinaviske Enskilda Banken 
S-106-40 Stockholm 

Account: 995277-10 002 61 


When making a payment to one of the above 
accounts,it is very important to indicate the 
following: "To youth & students account 
(30)310.902" 





EVENTS 


upcoming/coming up/upcoming/coming up/upcoming/coming up/upcoming/coming up/upcoming 


YMCA 


YMCA Peace Day organized by the World 

Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA) 
will be held November 16. 

Theme "I am a stranger... Are you there?" 


NIGERIA The Lutheran Church of Nigeria National Youth 


USA 


Fellowship Week/Rally, December 8-15 
Theme: United in Christ - Love for Witness 


1991/1992 National Gathering for Lutheran 

University and College Students, December 28, 1991 

- January 1, 1992 

Theme: Living our Faith in a Fast-Paced World 

Sub-Themes: Cultural Diversity Day 
Sexual Diversity Day 
Familial Diversity Day 


HUNGARY The ecumenical Community Taizé has a gathering in 


Budapest, December 28 - January 2, 1992 
PEN PALS 


«Jam looking forward to a pen pal anywhere in the world. I am 18 years 
old and a student in the Lower Sixth Form. I will respond to letters in Eng- 
lish. Hobbies: helping people, playing chess, reading Christian litera- 
ture.... 


Godfrey Robert 

36 Maware Street 

Zengeza Two, P.O. Zengeza 
Chitungwiza 

Zimbabwe 


«Jam 24 years old and my hobbies include: traveling, youth work, reading, 

writing articles, collecting stamps and attending youth meetings. I am faith- 
ful to God. I will answer all letters written in English, French and Amharic. 
My address is: 


Mr. Yonas Bahiru 
P.O. Box 40680 
Addis Ababa 
Ethiopia 


Mr. Simbayi Bvutah 

38 Maware Road, 

Zengeza Two, P.O. Zengeza 
Chitungwiza 

Zimbabwe 
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PUBLICATIONS/NOTES 


PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE FROM 
THE YOUTH DESK: 


1. Report of the Pre-Assembly Youth Gathering, Budapest 1984 - in English. 


2. The Future is Now," an LWF contribution to the International Youth 
Year 1985 - in English. 


3. "Young People on Peace and Justice," another contribution to the International 
Youth Year 1985 - in English. 


4. "Lutheran Youth Confessing Christ in Asia" - report on the Regional Asian Youth 
Gathering in Jerusalem, August 1987 - in English. 


5. "Wege die zum Frieden Führen" - Bericht über die Europäische Lutherische 
Jugendkonferenz in der CSFR, September/Oktober 1988 - auf Deutsch. 


6. Luther League Program-Planning Guides (1985-86, 1986-87 and 1987/88) 
- in English. 


7. Copies of Youth Letters, No. 28, 29, 30, 31. 


8. Report on the Pre-Assembly Youth Conference in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
January 1990 - in English, auf Deutsch, y Espanol. 


9. "Renewing Worship," a summarizing study based on activities in 1985-90. 


PHOTO CREDITS: Cover page - Andreas Kruse; 
page 4 - Hanne Okwera; pages 11,12 - Andreas Kruse, 
Elsebeth Shiller; pages 21,22 - Peter Williams WCC 
and Siv Limstrand; page 12 - Radoslav Danko. 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Inthe interview titled "Their cries are 
not heard..." in Youth Letter No. 31, p. 4, the family names 
of Anna and Asa were inadvertently omitted. They are re- 
spectively: von Malmborg and Ingarda. 
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sila a 


Best wishes for a blessed 1942 
from Birgitta, Kristin, 








35 


